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IN A TOWN
WHERE EVERY
] LAWN HAD PRIDE... |

_ T,
AND EVERY £ 2l ot ™ /7 e dd MORNING,

L

|| THis wasn'T JusT |

3 AND EVERY DAY... |
HE LIVED IT.




THE SAME IN

EVERY DAY STARTED [t
GNOMEWOOD... Z

l ; L
fl  ...SUNNY, SIMPLE, { /
@ AND FULL OF SMILES. | /

GOOD MORNING,
PATTY! ALWAYS
A PLEASURE!

WHAT SEEMS
TO BE THE
TROUBLE?

THAT'S OKAY.

| REALLY
DON'T WANT

ILL JUsT °
TAKE A

REFUND.

\ /2E
(2

GOOD MORNING,
NORBERT. | HATE TO
BOTHER YOU...

..BUT THIS
LITTLE GUY
ISN'T HOLDING
UP SO WELL.

WELL... THE PAINT
HAS BEEN PEELING
OFF. FIRST THE HAT,

THEN HIS NOSE...

THAT'S
) TERRIBLE!

I'LL GET YOU

IDNS A NEW ONE

NERS  RIGHT AWAY!
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SO NORBERT AN HE PREPARED, HE WAITED,
DID WHAT Ny - AND HE HOPED... j
NORBERT HAD |l - /s . &~
ALWAYS DONE... il / :
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| ...BUT FOR THE
FIRST TIME...
IT DIDN'T FEEL
LIKE ENOUGH.
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" AND AS THE SUN IR
BEGAN TO SET.... §

.50 DID NORBERT'S S e
PEACE OF MIND. RS BREENEIY

ISN'T HE
MAGNIFICENT?
My NEw BATTLE-AXE
l GNOME!




NORBERT WATCHED
IT DRIVE AWAY...

- NORBET PARKED

 ACROSS THE STREET...

' ..BETTER. -
' BUILT DIFFERENT.

SOMETHING

DIDN'T SIT

SOHE
TURNED
AROUND.

AND OPENED
THE DOORS TO
SOMETHING BIG.

* NORBET HAD ENTERED |
| A WHOLE NEW WORLD...




| WHAT NORBERT

SAW TOOK HIS
- BREATH AWAY. .

EVENING SIR!
LOOKING FOR
ANYTHING?

YOU'RE
SELLING
GNOMES!

THE OTHER
GUY'S ARE
A BIT...

SURE AM.
FIGURED THERE
WAS ROOM FOR

SOME COMPETITION.

I AND THEN HE
8 NOTICED THE |
B JOURNAL..

I SELL THE
GNOMES IN
THIS TOWN.




THE BACK ROOM.

HE OPENED

~ THE INSTRUCTIONS WERE
 ILLEGIBLE TO HIM. 4

HE LOOKED AT THE

GNOME HE HAD

" FOR THE FIRST TIME...
NORBERT CONSIDERED
MAKING SOMETHING NEW..




NORBERT RIFLED ' I £3 " HE FOUND PAINTS...
 THROUGH EVERY . : ! AR
CUPBOARD...

HE DREW THE SIGILS
AS INSTRUCTED...

- THE SMOKE
'BEGAN TO |
SWIRL...

HIS LIFE MAKING

..NEVER IMAGINING
WHERE THEY TRULY




' A PLACE OF LIGHT,
COLOR, AND LIFE

A CREATURE EMERGED,

SOME DISCOVERIES
BRING WONDER...
..OTHERS AWAKEN




..AND RETURNED
TO HIS SHOP.




NORBERT EXAMINED
THE UNCONSCIOUS

PRECISE HANDS...
'NOTHING MADE

§  NORBERT HAD BROUGHT
- HOME SOMETHING NEW...
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* NORBERT HAD WANTED
SOMETHING NEW...

.HE HAD NO IDEA







...WHA
DID HE DO?




YOU TOOK
ONE.

WHAT
DID YOU
Do?!

L.. I JusT
WANTED TO
MATTER...

TO BE THE
ONE WHO

N Ly FOUND
r - ‘«u\\ i SOMETHING
(it s ) v iy (s
(G ;ﬁiﬁ‘ﬂi@-- DV < AMAZING.




THIS IS N
WHY I LIKED [ WE CLOSE
REFUNDS! /R THE PORTAL.




BARRICADE [T!
THEY'RE
EVERYWHERE!

LOOK, NORBERT...
DONE THIS PROPERLY.
BUT I... I MAY HAVE

SKIPPED AHEAD.

I WAS IMPATIENT.
I WANTED RESULTS.
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LOOK AT
THE EDGE...
IT WAS
REMOVED

ON PURPOSE.

LET'S SEE...

THIS GOES
HERE...

AND THIS
CURLS
AROUND...

IT'S ON THE
OLD SHOP SIGN!

THE ONE MY
GRANDFATHER
CARVED!

291 GRANDFATHER...

M| HE WASN'T JUST
I, A TOYMAKER.

THIS SYMBOL ISN'T
DECORATION.

IT'S INSTRUCTION.
IT'S KNOWLEDGE.

HE WAS... A
KEEPER OF
THINGS.




l'\ i - J
T .r!..’-'_ii--t- .“‘: "
el I NEVER
ASKED ABOUT
HIM.

YOUR FAMILY... = Ty

COMPLETELY.

WE TURNED
OUR PURPOSE
INTO PRODUCTS.

"ANCHOR . IT MEANS THE
THE KEEPER™. : SEAL ONLY HOLDS
WHAT DOES X e WITH A GNOME
THAT MEAN? SRR \ 2SS WHO REMEMBERS

; ‘ THEIR DUTY.




THEN YOU
SHOULD WEAR
THIS.

EVERY KEEPER
BEFORE YOU
DID.

YOU DON'T
THINK IT REALLY
MEANS WHAT
I THINK IT
MEANS, DO You?

IT'S THE
SIGN OF THE &
ANCHOR.

BELONGING.

THEN
LET'S GET
TO WORK.

THERE'S
NOT MUCH
TIME.

THEN WE -
po IT
TOGETHER.

TOGETHER.

THAT'S WHAT
KEEPERS DO.




LET'S
FINISH WHAT
WE STARTED.

| KNEW
THIS REFUND
WAS SUSPICIOUS!

NOBODY GETS A

FULL REFUND FOR
“BAD VIBES™!




NORBERT--
BE CAREFUL!

BY ROOT, STONE, AND CRAFT...
BY HAND, HEART, AND HONOR...
BY THE FIRST MAKING—
| CALL, AND | REMEMBER.

KEEPER...
You
RETURN.

| HAVE NOT
FORGOTTEN MY
FIRST VOW.

PASS,
KEEPER.




HOLD.

ROOTS WILL

REBIND
THE ANCHOR!




f THE SUN
RISEN OVER
GNOMEWOOD.
THE STORM
WAS GONE.

THE PORTAL
WAS SEALED.
THE WAY
WAS SAFE.

ko ' =

THE GUARDIAN %

RETURNED TO |
HIS POST...

L REMEMBERED.

J

THESE
FLAMINGOS
BETTER HAVE

FLOWER GNOME

B DECIDED GNOMEWOOD s

WAS HOME.

A NEW SIGN }
[, Was RAISED.

i L'm'\}'

I cEPERS SINCE 1970

WITHCAR

" AND THE
% TOWN REMEMBERED
&l THE HEART BEHIND
=8 EVERYTHING THEY

« MADEWITH Cipp

~ KEEPERS SINCE 1975 %, F

IN GNOMEWOOD... %
THEY STILL
MADE THINGS
WITH CARE.

..BUT NOW,
THEY REMEMBERED




